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On the evening of Oct. 27, presumed rebels shot a rocket into the fifth floor of the US Agency
for International Development (AID) headquarters in San Salvador. Damages to the building
were reported, but no casualties. Although Salvadoran police suspect that urban commandos of
the FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front) launched the rocket, no FMLN group
had claimed responsibility for the attack as of late Oct. 28. A US Embassy spokesperson told the
Washington Post there were numerous people, including US civilian personnel and Marines, in
the building during the early evening attack, which he said was carried out from 200 yards away
with an M72 LAW rocket. The attack was the first against US facilities in at least two years. The
rebels claimed responsibility for an attack earlier Thursday in which they placed a homemade bomb
in a local massage parlor and house of prostitution owned by a retired military officer, resulting
in heavy damages to the structure. In a statement broadcast on rebel station Radio Venceremos,
the FMLN said it would continue to attack "houses of perdition" because they were part of the
nation's moral decline. The rebels also reportedly shot and killed three soldiers aboard a bus in San
Salvador on Oct. 25. Two civilians were seriously injured in the attack. On Oct. 26, rebels killed Lucio
Salvador, mayor of Sociedad, northeastern Morazan department, according to family members
and the military press office. Salvador was a member of ARENA (Republican Nationalist Alliance).
The ARENA mayor of Perquin and the Christian Democrat mayor of Loloquitillo in the same
department were killed earlier this year. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 10/28/88; Washington Post,
10/29/88)
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